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Íquira Cooperative recertifies and inspires more miners to formalize
After great achievements as a Fairmined certified mining organization, including national and international
recognition for the gold in the first Nobel Peace Prize in Fairmined Gold, the Colombian Cooperative from
Íquira has renewed its certification.
The cooperative recently passed the independent audit by the certification entity IMOSwiss AG meeting the
progressive requirements of the Fairmined Standard. To renew the certification the first time, the Standard
mainly calls for continued compliance with entry requirements and advanced requirements in terms of
working conditions, environmental management and management of the premium that is received from the
Fairmined Gold sales. Joining the news, is the fact that a new mercury free processing plant is now also part of
the Fairmined System of production of the cooperative.
By recertifying the cooperative yet again shows that it is possible, beneficial and profitable to continue on the
path of Fairmined Certification and meet the progressive requirements for the benefit of the company and the
community.
"We decided to renew our certification because we are committed to the environment and the community and
to showing that responsible mining can be done," said José Ignacio Perez, the legal representative of the
cooperative. "Thanks to the Fairmined Certification we have exported under fair conditions and we have gained
international recognition for being certified. We want to keep improving to remain part of the process to
achieve just and responsible mining. "
The cooperative has received many benefits from the certification process. According to José Ignacio Perez,
the most important benefits have been training in responsible mining practices, the new applied technologies
for increased production and environmental protection, the fair price and premium they have invested in
improving security matters and their economy as a whole and thus contributed to the development of the
cooperative, the community and better planning to achieve their goals as a sustainable organization. Also,
four miners who were not part of the cooperative have been motivated to want to join the formalization
process and start their mining activities with the final goal of becoming Fairmined certified.
Before the recertifying, the Íquira cooperative received a pre-audit conducted by ARM in which the
recertification requirements were reviewed one by one to help the cooperative identify gaps in their
compliance.
The cooperative was certified for the first time in 2014 as part of ARM´s project with the Interamerican
Development Bank and the Multilateral Investment Fund (IDB-MIF), which began in 2013.
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Note to editors:
For more information, interview and photos please contact:
Siri Teilmann-Ibsen, Communications Coordinator, siriteilmann@responsiblemines.org, +57 332 4711
About the Alliance for Responsible Mining
The Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM) is a non-profit organization globally recognized as a leader and
pioneer of responsible artisanal and small-scale mining. ARM works to transform artisanal and small-scale
mining into a socially and environmentally responsible activity that improves the quality of life of artisanal
miners, their families and communities.
Fairmined is a standard and assurance label, developed by ARM, which certifies gold from empowered
responsible mining organizations. It is backed by a rigorous third party certification and audit system that
ensures that small entrepreneurial mining organizations meet world leading requirements for responsible
practices. Fairmined transforms mining into an active force for good, ensuring social development and
environmental protection, providing everyone with a source of gold they can be proud of. Through the
Fairmined Standard and ARM’s technical support on the ground, miners are able to produce Fairmined certified
metals and gain access to responsible supply chains. There are currently 10 Fairmined certified mining
organizations in Bolivia, Colombia, Peru and Mongolia and almost 100 businesses worldwide that use
Fairmined gold.
For more information about ARM visit: www.responsiblemines.org
For more information on Fairmined and the certified communities visit www.fairmined.org

The Alliance for Responsible Mining Foundation, Registered Charity Number: S0001168 Tax ID Number (N.I.T.): 900225197. Company Reg. in Colombia
www.responsiblemines.org - www.fairmined.org
Page 2 of 2

