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11 July 11, 2014 

 

Encouraging and spreading best practices in ASM 

Congratulations to the first group of accredited Fairmined trainers! 

 

On July 5, 2014, the Alliance for Responsible Mining proudly accredited the first group of 25 Fairmined 

trainers. With the goal of creating and strengthening a network of trainers that promote the adoption 

of sustainable methods in artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM), the ASGM Training Center 

seeks to improve local organizations’ ability to support the sector’s formalization and facilitate the 

miners’ access to better opportunities through responsible social, environmental, and labor practices.  

 

The Fairmined training session took place the week of June 30 through July 5, 2014, in Medellín, 

Colombia, and included participants from Colombia, Bolivia, Honduras and Peru representing 

organizations such as Red Social, Cumbre del Sajama, ASOMIRCOL, SONAMIPE, SOLIDARIDAD, and 

ARM; other attendees represented noteworthy Colombian projects and programs such as Somos 

Tesoro and BIOREDD+.  Trainers participated in Fairmined Standard-based workshops directed by 

experts distinguished for their work in the ASGM sector. Among the experts were Cristina Echavarría 
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(Fairmined Certification System) and Erwin Wolff (Environmental Management) of Colombia, Cesar 

Mosquera (Decent Work, Jobsite Health and Safety) of Peru, and Gabriela Barriga (Methodologies 

with a Participative Focus) of Bolivia.  

Although this session was the ASGM Training Center’s first training program of its kind, the Alliance 

for Responsible Mining expects this learning experience can be shared and reproduced in the near 

future. 

“The fact that this training center is a network is one of its greatest strengths, because the exchange 

of experiences amongst miners and amongst countries is very important. We need to be able to 

educate trainers who understand this cultural diversity and the diversity that characterizes the ASM 

sector; we need trainers that know and understand mining and the mentality of the small-scale 

miners and that truly work to improve these fundamental aspects related to compliance with the 

Fairmined standard and the legislative process for the sector’s formalization.” –Cristina Echavarría, 

international ASM expert and ARM Executive Board member  

This training session was part of the project “Strengthening incentives for formalization and improved 

environmental and social performance in Artisanal and Small-scale Mining,” principally financed by 

the Inter-American Development Bank - Multilateral Investment Fund (IDB-MIF).  
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For more information on ARM´s Training Center please contact: 

Martha Tobón, marthatobon@communitymining.org  

For press inquiries, interviews and photos please contact: 

Siri Teilmann-Ibsen, Communications Coordinator at the Alliance for Responsible Mining, (574) 322 4711, 

siriteilmann@communitymining.org 

 

About the Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM)  

 The Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM) is an independent, global-scale, pioneering initiative 

established in 2004 to enhance equity and wellbeing in artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) 

communities. ARM is committed to social justice and environmental responsibility as the values driving 

the transformation of ASM. 

 ARM's vision is for ASM to become a formalized, organized and profitable activity that uses efficient 

technologies and is socially and environmentally responsible. ARM’s work is focused on four strategic 

areas: Standard Setting, Producer Support, Market Development and Advocacy and Communications. 

 The Fairmined Standard was developed by the Alliance for Responsible Mining and its network of 

miners, jewellers and other stakeholders to support sustainable development of Artisanal and Small-

scale Mining (ASM) communities through formalisation and access to ethical markets. The standard 

includes requirements for Artisanal and Small-scale Mining Organisations (ASMOs) to perform 

responsible mining: formal and legal mining operations, environmental protection, labor conditions, 

traceability of Fairmined minerals, and socio-economic development through the Fairmined Premium. 
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